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The Year that was 
 
It has indeed been a very full twelve months for the Denmark Bird Group. 
During the year we hosted and/or facilitated events including: 
 

 Bird Talks 5 

 Shorebirds ID Workshop and Field trip to Morley Beach 

 Black Cockatoos Denmark Workshop 

 Overwintering Project Art Exhibition “The Miracle of Shorebird 
Migration” 

 World Wetlands Day Wilson Inlet Excursion and Talks 

 The Story of the Migratory Shorebirds Flyway 
 
We have continued to conduct Citizen Science Bird Surveys on a regular 
basis to monitor shorebirds and waterbirds. Surveys of bird activity before and 
after prescribed burns in the Denmark area have also been undertaken. 
 
Following a set back in March 2022, the DBG Committee worked together to 
ensure the Bird Sanctuary proposal for Prawn Rock Channel continued to 
pass through the Shire of Denmark processes, eventually receiving formal 
approval at the Shire Council Meeting on 21 June 2022. The declaration of 
the Bird Sanctuary officially came into effect on 14 July 2022. Whilst there 
have been compromises by all users of the area, the Denmark Bird Group is 
satisfied with the final outcome. It is hoped that everyone can now utilise the 
Prawn Rock Channel area in harmony. 
 
The big winners are the resident shorebirds, the amazing migratory 
shorebirds and of course this beautiful area of the Denmark natural 
environment which will be retained for future generations. 
 
Regular bird outing excursions for members and guests continue to form an 
important part of our activities. 
 
 
Our Supporters and Sponsors 
 
We have maintained our important relationship with the following 
organisations, conservation and environmental groups: 
 

 Birdlife Australia 

 Birdlife Western Australia 

 Green Skills Inc.  

 Denmark Environment Centre Inc. 
 



 
 

 Wilson Inlet Management Committee Inc. 

 South Coast Bushcare Services Inc. 

 Great Southern Science Council 

 Denmark Bulletin 

 Denmark FM Radio 99.7 
 
Our alignment and engagement with Birdlife Australia and Birdlife WA forms 
the basis for much of our activity and supports our credibility and purpose. 
 
We worked with Green Skills to facilitate events as part of the South Coast 
Festival of Birds and Biodiversity 2022 and acknowledge the support received 
from Basil Schur and Louise Druxbury 
 
Shaun Ossinger and WICC have continued to support the DBG 
 
Financial assistance received from the Great Southern Science Council  
enabled us the host events during 2021 and 2022. 
 
The Denmark Environment Centre Committee and staff have continued to 
provide support to our group. It is with their financial assistance we were able 
to reprint the Birds of Denmark brochure and install Denmark Bird Group 
signage at the premises of the DEC. We have an agreement of understanding 
to utilise the DEC meeting room and to utilise the DEC address. The Denmark 
Bird Group is very honoured to now have a place we can proudly call 
“HOME”. 
 
Our Committee acknowledges the ongoing assistance received from the Shire 
of Denmark. Working together with Shire Officers contributed towards  a 
successful outcome for the Bird Sanctuary development project. We also 
acknowledge receipt of grant funding in late 2021 through the Shire’s 
Community Grant Program and then early in 2022 grant funding was also 
received through the Shire’s Sustainability Community Environmental 
Education Project. The grant funding enabled us to purchase a projector and 
screen and to update and print 5,000 copies of the Bird Watching around 
Denmark brochure. 
 
We also wish to thank the Shire of Denmark Council for formally recognising 
the importance of establishing the Bird Sanctuary. 
 
 
The DBG Committee Team and Members 
 
The Denmark Bird Group is comprised of dedicated community volunteers 
who are enthusiastic about supporting the protection and welfare of birds. 
 
Our membership has steadily grown to 114. It is our members who regularly 
offer personal donations and support our purpose. The encouragement and 
support received from our members throughout the Bird Sanctuary 
development proposal process has been wonderful. 
 



 
 

 
Our Committee Team has been amazing. I wish acknowledge the outgoing 
Committee Members. 

 Jill Williams as Deputy Convenor, for her constant dedication, 
enthusiasm and passion 

 Kirsty Anderson as Secretary, for her tireless enthusiasm and support 
and  in particular for her participation in organising the DBG events. 
Kirsty is very passionate about our purpose  

 Nick Whishaw as Treasurer, for his dedication to the financial records 
and for guiding the DBG through the process of becoming an 
incorporated group 

 Brad Kneebone. He continues to be the “backbone” for our group. His 
knowledge of birdlife and their habitats is truly remarkable. Brad has 
done a wonderful job as the spokesperson for the DBG, undertaking 
numerous interviews for various print media, on radio and on GWN 7 

 Jesz Fleming. Jesz acts as our liason person with the DEC Committee. 
He is passionate about the Denmark Community and our natural 
environment. Jesz brings a wealth of life experiences and wisdom to 
our team 

 Mark Hackleton is passionate about and dedicated to the conservation 
of our natural environment and wiidlife. Mark is a horticulturist, a 
graphic designer and has worked in the advertising industry. Mark is 
responsible for designing DBG posters, advertisements and for 
contributing to the design and redesign of our brochures 

 John Anderson. We are most fortunate to have John as part of our 
team. He is a well recogonised wildlife photograoher, specialising in 
birds. John regularly writes articles about birds which are published in 
the Denmark Bulletin. John has been responsible for launching and 
maintaining the DBG website and contributing to the brochure updates  

 Nick Shaw and Kath Shaw are enthusiastic about our natural 
environment and about our birdlife. They have both supported our 
purpose and contributed to our events. Each year Nick has organised 
the installation of the seasonal temporary fencing at PRC. Sadly Kath 
recently had invasive surgery and is now recouping. We are unsure 
when Nick and Kath will be able rejoin our team. 

 Tina Smith has an amazing knowledge of wildlife and in particular birds 
and their habitats. Tina has been an enthusiastic member of our team 
and has been instrumental in arranging the bird watching excursions 

 Geoff Evans is well know as the past Convenor of DEC. He spent the 
last twelve months as a member of our team, sharing his wealth of 
knowledge and experience at our Committee Meetings 

 
 
Looking Ahead 
 
Tonight a new committee will be elected to guide the Denmark Bird Group 
through the next twelve months and beyond. 
 
 



 
 

 
Community events are now being planned for the ensuing year. 
 
The new Committee Team will have much to do, including: 
 
 

 Finalise the community bird talk events and workshops program 

 Consider a team structure for the committee 

 Finalise the naming of the Bird Sanctuary 

 Plan an “official” opening ceremony for the Bird Sanctuary 

 Obtain grant funding for the Bird Sanctuary permanent fencing 

 Install the seasonal temporary fencing at PRC 

 Work with Shire officers to facilitate sanctuary signage and a 
community education and information forum regarding the Bird 
Sanctuary 

 Finalise design concepts for information posts and pamphlets to 
educate visitors about the PRC dog areas and the Bird Sanctuary 

 Work with Shire officers to plan a central pathway through the centre of 
the sanctuary to a proposed observation area 

 Obtain grant funding for the ongoing sanctuary infrastructure 

 Review bird outing excursion practices and procedures 

 Schedule the various regular Citizen Science Bird Surveys to be 
conducted for shorebird and waterbirds 

 Decide on the number of Bird Surveys to be conducted in prescribed 
burn areas near Denmark 

 Consider DBG involvement in the Lake Saide Bittern Project 

 Plan bird survey workshops for our members and the Denmark 
Community 

 
It is vital that the Denmark Bird Group continues with the collection of data 
from bird surveys. 
 
In this regard we appeal to our members and the community to consider 
becoming involved on a regular basis or just occasionally. Any time that can 
be spared to assist us would be welcomed. 
 
It is fun and there are people in our team who can help and guide volunteers. 
 
We also plan to hold bird survey workshops. 
 
I feel confident about the future of this wonderful group and take comfort in 
the knowledge that the Denmark Bird Group has the ongoing support of our 
like minded members and the majority of the Denmark Community. 
 
Graham Dixon 
Convenor 
Denmark Bird Group Inc. 
 
 



 
 

 
 


